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off and made their way southward, while the four men
went quietly about their work. At first they were bothered
by the excessive warmth of the North Pole, which melted
the ice and made their feet wet. But they took their
meteorological observations unperturbed, and sent home
their report every four hours. Soon the headlines "Hallo,
this is the North Pole' disappeared from the pages of
newspapers, and the four men were forgotten by the
world. Only the observant reader could find every day
in the meteorological section of The Times information
about the weather at the station, and the station's present
position.
For the North Pole Camp did not long remain at the
North Pole. The great floe on which the house was built
was afloat on an ocean 200 fathoms deep, and the ocean
currents were carrying it away, at first a little uncertainly
but soon in a definitely southerly direction. In a course
which varied slightly they moved over the area between
the eighth and tenth longitude west of Greenwich, while
the men carried out their work as if they were at a per-
fectly ordinary meteorological station, of which the Rus-
sians have so many along the northern coast of Siberia.
In December, after drifting for more than six months,
the destination of the ice-floe was evident. The floe was
now between Greenland and Spitzbergen, and on its way
to join the East Greenland Polar Current. The days were
dark, and the Russians could see little of the Greenland
mountains, but they thought they saw another piece of
land altogether. At this time they were crossing one of
the few areas still represented on the map by a blank.
176